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PPOR Defined: 

   Temporary location to stabilize a 
vessel, protect life, remove hazards, 
protect public health and resources. 



•  There are no pre-designated places of 
refuge 

•  A place of refuge is selected on an 
incident specific basis 

•  Potential sites are identified and 
relevant info is collected 



Background: 

T/V Prestige – Denied refuge…2002 

In 2004 the Alaska Regional 
Response Team developed 
guidelines for the PPOR decision 
making process in Alaska. 

After the T/V Castrol incident & the 
sinking of the Erika and Prestige, in 
2003 the International Maritime 
Organization adopted resolutions 
regarding Places of Refuge guidelines.  



Decision Making Process 
Established  by the ARRT 

•  Establishes a standardized and 
predictable process to evaluate risks 
of a ship in distress 

•  Uses existing ICS structure to make 
decisions 

•  Provides checklists to evaluate risks 
•  Captain of the Port has ultimate 

authority to make decision 





Subareas with PPOR Plans in AK 



Workgroup Process- 
Potential Places of Refuge  
• Stakeholders  
• Governments 
• Resource Agencies 
• Spill Response Organizations 
• Mariners 
• Landowners 
• General Public 

Photo Credit-Unified Command 



The Workgroup identifies and 
confirms information regarding : 

•  Establish an inventory of possible 
places of refuge for stricken vessels 

•  Environmental & economic risks 
•  Port requirements 
•  Available response & repair resources 
• Water depths, tides, currents, seasonal 

conditions 
•  Typical vessels in the subarea that may 

pose a risk 



Potential Places of Refuge Project-  
Pre-incident Planning 

•  Part of pre-established decision making process 
•  Identify information needed to assist decision 

makers during an incident 
•  Discuss and gather information regarding use-

conflicts outside of crisis situation 
•  Obtain local knowledge to understand 

capabilities, limitations, impacts 
•  Identify potential sites acceptable/least offensive 

to all  



The Plan- 





PPOR in Subarea Plan 
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Goals & Objectives-Today 
•  Public information  
•  Discuss the assets and risks in the Arctic 
•  Identify PPOR options in the Arctic  
•  Discuss the process to develop PPORs in these 

subareas 
•  Discuss the format of this supplement to the SCP 
•  Establish a timeline for completion 



Conclusions 

•  Decision-making guidelines and  
pre-incident planning greatly aid the 
Unified Command during an actual 
event 

•  Public involvement at the planning 
stage is critical to success 

•  Planning may reduce the risks and 
severity of future spills 



Questions/Discussion- 

Pre-planning for this 

Helps prevent this 

Quyanaq 


